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Duties of Public School Inspectors 
DISTRICT INSPECTORATES 


I. REGULATIONS. 


NUMBER AND LENGTH OF VISITS. 


1. (1) (a) The following schedule sets forth the minimum number and lengtn 
of visits of inspection to be anna each half year by each Inspector of Public Schools 
to his rural and urban schools, respectively : 


Y% day’s visit for each Rural school cee one teacher. 


1 ms Sy) Se ee two or three teachers. 

PEGTUSYSs beet See ve 7% “four teachers. 

FORAY Sieur nian camber UT DATi te, “one teacher. 

1 po eee Mies os - a ‘“‘ two or three teachers. 

UG Rae eit ietans: hates He ie “four or five teachers. 

9 (<4 ce (<4 (<3 ce (T9 (<3 S1x teachers. 

2x1, Mei oh og i * “ seven or eight teachers. 

3 (T4 (<4 (<4 (<3 (19 (‘<9 ce nine teachers. 

Dl ee. ees LE Aten oreleven teacuerg: 

4 as satin oe - Bd ** twelve teachers. 

An increase of time at the same rate for Rural or Urban schools with more 
teachers. 


NotTge.—1. Except for cogent reasons, in rural schools with one teacher a half day 
shall mean not less than two hours and a half; and in other rural schools and in urban 
schools it shall mean not less than a whole school half day. 


2. Where the condition of the school renders it necessary, the length of the visit - 


should be increased. 


(b) If, owing to unavoidable causes, the Inspector cannot visit every school 
each half year, he may visit a school more than once in a half year, but he shall 
allow a reasonable interval between visits. 


(c) Teachers who need additional supervison from any cause, the Inspector 
should visit as often as the circumstances may demand and his other official duties 
will permit. 


Note.—1. When a new teacher is appointed, it shall be the duty of the School 
Board to notify the Inspector promptly of the name, grade of certificate, and length of 
experience of said teacher. 

2. On receipt of this circular, the Inspector shall notify each of his School Boards 
to the foregoing effect. 


(2) (a) The minimum total amount of time to be devoted by each Inspector to 
the actual work of inspecting schools, as prescribed in (1) above, not including 
the time taken up in travelling, shall be 240 half days each year. 


(b) In an inspectorate consisting of part of a district and a county or part 
of a county, the minimum shall be determined in each case by the Minister. 
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(3) If under the provisions in (1) above, the minimum total of time prescribed 
in (2) above is not required, the Inspector shall make up the sum by paying addi- 
tional visits where such visits would be most serviceable. 


REPORTS. 


2. (1) Not later than December 31st, in each year, the Inspector shall submit 
to the Minister a report of the cases in which, during the year just ended, he gave 
less than the minimum number and length of inspectoral visits prescribed in (1) 
above, with a statement of the reasons for such decrease. 


(2) He shall also submit to the Minister such other reports as may be required. 


3. (1) (a) For the report to a Rural School Board of each half-yearly visit 
of inspection, the Inspector shall use the official form furnished by the Minister 
of Education. 


(b) For the report to an Urban School Board of each half-yearly visit of 
inspection, he shall use the different heads and sub-heads prescribed in the official 
form for Rural Schools, from I. to VII. inclusive, adding the date and the length 
of his visit to each class in charge of a teacher. 


(2) In his inspection of the school he shall be guided by the requirements of 
the report which he has to fill in; having in mind the provisions of the curriculum 
and the special needs of the school, he shall assist the teacher in selecting and plan- 
ning his work; and, by judicious criticism and advice and by teaching illustrative 
lessons, he shall endeavour to improve the methods of instruction. 


(3) He shall report promptly to the Minister any violation of the Schools 
Acts or the Regulations of the Department of Education in the case of any school 
of which he is Inspector. 


(4) Section 99 (1) (¢) of the Public Schools Act provides that a copy of his 
report of each inspectoral visit shall be sent to the Secretary of the School Board 
within one month after the Inspector’s visit, but it should be sent as soon as 
practicable. 


4. At such time and in such manner and as often as he may deem it expedient — 
the Inspector shall notify of his inspectoral visit the Chairman or the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Board, and such others of the Trustees as he may deem necessary, 
requesting their presence when, also, he may deem it necessary for the purpose of 
consultation. 

POWERS. 


'S. (1) Every Inspector, while officially visiting a school in his inspectorate, 
shall have supreme authority in the school, and may direct the teachers or the pupils 
in regard to the exercises of the school. 


(2) He shall make inquiry and examination, in such manner as he may deem 
proper, into the qualifications and efficiency of the teachers, the adequacy and suit- 
ability of the accommodations and the equipment, the progress of the classes, and 
all matters affecting the health and comfort of the pupils. 
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PROHIBITIONS. 


G6. The Inspector shall not give to any person or body financially interested in 
its sale a testimonial recommending any article of school equipment (library, appar- 
atus, furniture, ete.) ; nor may he, without the Minister’s consent, furnish a list 
of his schools or their officers or teachers to any person or body excepting the body 
or bodies that appointed him, and such municipal or government officers of the 
Province of Ontario as require such lists in the performance of their duties. 


_ RESIDENCE OR OFFICE. 


7. It shall be the duty of the eee to reside at some place satisfactory 
to the Minister. 


TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. 


8. The Inspector shall attend and take part in the organization and manage- 
ment of the Teachers’ Institute or Institutes of his inspectorate. 


II. EXTRACTS FROM PUBLIC SCHOOLS ACT. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS, APPLICABLE TO DISTRICT INSPECTORS. 


99.—(1) Subject to the Regulations it shall be the duty of every Public School 
Inspector. 

(a) To visit in every year each school room in his inspectorate having a 
separate register as often and for such length of time on each occasion 
as the Minister may direct; 

(b) To prepare a report of every such visit in the form prescribed by the 
Regulations ; 

(c) To forward within one month after such visit a copy of every such report 
to the Board within whose jurisdiction the school is situate; 

(e) To report to the Medical Health Officer of the municipality any case in 
which the school buildings or premises are found to be in an unsanitary 
condition ; 

(f) To furnish the Minister with information respecting any Public School 
in his inspectorate whenever required so to do; 

(g) To withhold his order for the amount apportioned from the Legislative 
or municipal grant ; 

(i.) Where any school has been kept open for less than six months in the 
year except where that has been caused by the school having been 
closed by order of the Medical Health Officer or Local or Provincial 
Board of Health on account of the prevalence of any communicable 
disease; (See also Section 7 of the Public Schools Act.) 

(ii.) Where the Board fails to transmit promptly the annual or other school 
returns properly filled up ; 

(iii.) Where the Board fails to comply with this Act or with the Regula- 
tions; or 
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(iv.) Where the teacher uses or permits to be used as a text-book any book 
not authorized. by the Regulations ; 

and in every case to report to the Board and to the ees his reasons 
for so doing; 

(2) To discharge such other duties as may be required by the Minister or 
Regulations ; 

(7) On retiring from office to deliver to his successor his official correspondence 
and all school papers in his custody, on the order of the Minister. 


(2) Every Inspector shall be directly responsible to the Minister for the due 
performance of his duties. 


(3) Where an Inspector requires the testimony of a witness as to any fact 
alleged in any complaint or appeal made to him or to the Minister he may admin- 
ister an oath to the witness. 


OTHER PROVISIONS. 


For his duties as arbitrator in the choice of a school site and the alteration of 
the boundaries of the school section, his action in connection with the formation, 
etc., of school sections in unorganized townships and unsurveyed districts, his in- 
vestigation of complaints regarding annual school meetings and the performance 
of such other duties as are required by the Schools Act, the Inspector is referred to 
the sections of the Public Schools Act itself. 


Department of Education, Toronto, March, 1910. 


